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Summer Programme, 1951 


LECTURES. Following the lecture by Mr. F. R. 
Watts on the 25th May, there will be no lectures at the 
Caxton Hall until the 28th September, when Mr. David 
Thompson will give his lecture on “Enchanted Isles.” A full 
programme has been arranged for the winter months, in- 
cluding not only the usual lectures on the last Friday in 
each month. but also a series of mid month discussions. 
Further details will be given in the next issue of Alflantis. 

EXCURSIONS. The response to the suggested coach 
trip to Stonehenge and or Avebury, has been inadequate 
to justify its being arranged. Will any members interested 
in this or other possible excursions, please communicate 
with the Excursions Officer, Mr. J. Cordasco, 109 Philbeach 
Gdns. §.W.5 (Tel. FRO 1354—evening only) or with the 
Honorary Secretary. 

All communications, except for excursions, should be 
addressed to the Honorary Secretary, 9, Markham Square, 
S.W.3. Tel. KEN 5381. 

* 








Cdaherial 


Recent articles in Atlantean Research have tended to 
expand beyond the limitations imposed by our title, and for 
that reason it was considered advantageous to adopt the 
new one of Atlantis, a Journal of Research, which, while 
maintaining our main objective in sight, nevertheless allows 
incursions into allied fields of general interest. 

It is all too evident that, as Earl Russell mentioned in a 
recent broadcast, “The fear of intelligence is a dominating 
factor in our lives” and, to add to this officially sponsored 
dialectical materialism is slowly but surely destroying the 
possibility of constructive thought. Nevertheless there is 
always the hope that the many groups who are sounding the 
trumpets of alarm at the ebbing tide of western culture, and 
its slow drift towards a destruction as complete as that of 
Atlantis, may yet be able to bring about a glimmer of sanity 
in our attitude towards the art of living. It is the hope of 
being able to contribute towards this effort that has impelled 
us to attempt to extend our frontiers. 

EGERTON SYKES 


Oc aud fro before Cbuduce 


Part III. Gods and Ancestors. 
by K. B. JAMIESON 


(Abbreviations: Cent(s), century,-ies; I., Isl., Island(s); 
lit., literally, N.Z., New Zealand. Ke., Kechua (Inca); Ay., 
Aymara (L. Titiceaca). My., Malay. AN., Austronesian; 
IN., Indonesian; Ja., Javan; Mg., Malagasy. Fi., Fijian. 
PN., Polynesian; Sa., Samoan; Ma., Maori; Tah., Tahitian; 
Ha., Hawaiian. (Ch., Chinese. Kh., Khasi (Assam). MI., 
Mailu (Papua). Mo., Mono (Solomon Is.). M.P., Malayo- 
Polynesian (Austronesian) Ef., Efate (New Hebrides). Pe., 
Peruvian. Tia., Tiahuanaku). 
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Heyerdahl, in “Kon-Tiki Expedition,” describes the PN. 
gods as white, bearded ancestors from Peru. But beards are 
not peculiar to Pe. and PN. gods; the Muysca Bochika is 
also “bearded”; and the PN. word for beard, Kumi-kumi 
(Ha. Umiumi, Ponape Kumikum), is cognate with My. 
Kumis, an “imperial.” Moreover, it is unlikely that the 
great No. gods (Tane “Male,” the masculine principle; Tu 
“He-who-stands-firm,” god of war; Rongo “Resounder,” re- 
presented by a conch; etc.) were real human ancestors; de- 
ified men usually have names of their own, related to their 
acquired divine attributes. They were rather mythic ances- 
tors of the kind made familiar to us by Levy-Bruhl and other 
anthropologists: “a body of superhuman, partly animal be- 
ings, who arethe creators of all species and all rites” (‘). To 
the savage the known human ancestors consist only of the 
last four generations, and even where chieftainship or king- 
ship is so far developed as to modify this rule to some ex- 
tent, it still applies to commoners; e.g., among the Central 
Bantu: “The average Mubemba remembers four generations 
of his relatives on his mother’s side, and then records a blank 
till he reaches the original ancestors, men and women, of the 
matrilineal side.”(?) A. Dobuan told Dr. Fortune that his 
great-great-grandmother had been hatched from a parrot’s 
egg! As every indication shows, the Polynesians were once 
quite as primitive as this, and their religion bears traces of 
an early Asiatic origin. 

From illiterate savagery the Ch. people are fabled to 
have emerged in Honan under 5 tribal chieftains. One day 
a maiden, Ching-Mon, walking by the shore of a lake after 
bathing, was enveloped in a rainbow; she gave birth to Fu- 
Hsi (Fo-hi), legendary founder of the Ch. empire, who in- 
vented the “8 trigrams” c. 2600 B.C. (His name, lit. “ani- 
mal—“animal-subduer,” reflects strong influence of pastoral 
tribes in early Ch. development). To Shen-Nung, the 2nd 
chieftain, is attributed the idea of knotted records, which 
spread as far as the Ha. and Mg. Is.: and to an official of 
Hwang-Ti (the “Yellow Emperor, 2200) the creation of the 
first form of writing proper. In Hwang-Ti’s reign “invent- 
ors of sundry arts and sciences” (people of the Yang-Shao 
culture?) came from the N.W. About 1900, envoys of a 
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people called “Yue-with-trailing-robes” presented to the an- 
cestor-chief Yao “a divine tortoise 1,000 years old,” on 
whose shell were inscribed “characters like tadpoles” (°); 
the Tadpole script, Ko-tou tzu, is an archaic form of Ch. 
calligraphy. Were these “trailing-robes’—who reappear in 
1040 B.C.—a branch of the historic My.-PN. Yue of S. 
China? Did the latter transmit to the Polynesians the 
idea of written records so that in time a native PN. script 
(the RN. “reporting” pictographs: Mng. Rongo, report) 
came to be evolved? A similar “idea-diffusion” may ac-- 
count for the very different system of writing Oleai (Ulie), 
W. Carolines. 

According to legend, China in Yao’s day already had 
astronomers skilled in the stars and seasons. Yao’s daugh- 
ters Hsi-ho and Shang-i, who were married to his successor 
Shun (c. 1850), are referred to in some tales as Shun’s as- 
tronomers; after death they became in one Version river- 
goddesses of S. China, in another the sun-god and moon- 
goddess respectively. Hsi-ho was originally perhaps a sun- 
goddess. While these legends in themselves carry little his- 
torical weight, there is good evidence from the Shang-Yin 
inscriptions (1500-1050) for a long period of development of 
the calendar and writing, say from 2000 B.C., when the 
Polynesians’ ancestors were yet near enough to be affected. 
Division of the year into ten months is found from early 
China, India, and Indo-China (the Chams) to Celebes, the 
Gilbert Is., New Zealand and the Marquesas (Mgq., Sa., Ef. 
Tau, ALIBI he-Kau, year: My.Ta-h-un, Mg.Tanona); cf. 
Jap.To-shi, year: To, ten. Yet more striking evidence is 
afforded by the Shang inscriptions for the existence in early 
China of a mytholcgy related to the PN., with gods of fer- 
tility, natural features 4nd phenomena, and with local an- 
cestor-cults. The chief divinity is Shang-Ti, vegetation-god 
and First Ancestor of mankind, who with the Earth-goddess 
engendered plants and animals. “In some parts of the Shang 
realm the two were conceived as a married couple who Jater 
were parted by one of their children. The husband went 
to heaven, and the rain is the male seed that creates life 
on earth.”’(*). So does Aeschylus call the rain the seed of 
“chaste Heaven.” In the picture of the copulating ancestral 
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pair who between them make up the universé, and in the 
kinship of man with other living creatures, we recognise two 
of the oldest human conceptions—still discoverable among 
such undeveloped races as Australians and Fuegians. From 
these conceptions, from the identification by man of his 
forgotten forebears with his natural environment, arose the 
worship of ancestors, of the phallus and yoni, of “fetishes,” 
demons, and gods, and the rites of totemic and fertility 
cults. 

Ti or Shang-Ti (Canton.Soeng-Tai “supreme lord’) was 
regarded as identical with T’ien “Heaven” (Canton. Tn, Jap. 
Ten; Mongol. Teng-ri, sky, god, ghost, Hunnish Tangri, 
Turk. Tengiri, Tanry, Yakut Tangara), or Supreme Hea- 
ven, or Old Man in Heaven; while the god who parted him 
from the Earth-mother became merged in Pan-Ku, the 
Taoist Adam, whose growth at the rate of ten feet daily for 
18,000 years raised the sky to its present height. But the 
Shang myth, with which cf. the Greek Ouranos-Gaia-Kronos 
myth, was preserved in the PN. version where the Sky-father 
RANGI (Tah.Rai, Ha. Lani, Sa.Langi. Ef.Lagi; IN.Langit, 
Mg.Lanitra; cf.My. p-Langi, rainbow, Palaung p-Leng, 
heaven) or ATEA (“Light,” Mng.Yatea “noon’”) and the 
Earth-mother PAPA-tua-nuki were separated by their son 
TANE-ma-huta, god of trees and light. For Tane the Tah. 
and Gilberts variants substitute the gods Rua and Rigi. 
Other variants are found in Samoa, Rarotonga, Fakdofo, 
etc., and in one quoted by Velikovsky “myriads of dragon- 
flies with their wings severed the clouds confining the hea- 
vens to the earth.” The Motu relate that “in the begin- 
ning” earth and sky were held together by a reed, which a 
man broke in a moment of anger. Khasi legend localises 
this idea at a hill near Sumer, where “in the beginning” 
heaven and earth were linked by “the navel-string of 
heaven” (u Soh-pet B’neeg), until the cord being severed 
from the hill by the King of Myllieum’s subjects, heaven as- 
cended out of reach. At Kauiki hill, the Ha. equivalent of 
Sohpet B’neeg, the sky was so near the earth that it could 
be reached by a strong spear-thrust. Was the “golden 
navel” of Easter I.. which Heyerdahl describes as being on 
the E. coast (Kauiki is likewise on the E. of Maui I.), a 
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similar localisation of this myth — viz., the spot where 
Mother Earth was joined to the Sky? As to other races, 
identical notions about the first ancestors gave the Todas 
their rock Makurti, navel of the earth and pillar of the firm- 
mament; the Hindus their Mount Meru, centre of the 
world; the Greeks their Mt. Atlas and the Omphalos of 
the Earth-goddess at Delphi (cf. also their Ogygia, centre of 
the sea, with My. Pusat Tasek, centre of the great ocean). 
Jerome and others called Jerusalem or Golgotha “the 
navel of the earth.” 

It seems clear, however, that in all of these “navel” 
first meant yoni (Pulji, “navel,” is a common term of va- 
gina in Aranda ceremonial language). This is confirmed by 
the Jap. account of creation, in which the creative parents 
Izanagi and Izanami take the place of the Ma. Raffgi and 
Papa, the Mq, Atea and Atanua (“White” and Buried” 
Ones). “Of old, the heaven and earth were not distinct, 
nor were the male and female principles yet divided. The 
chaos, in the form of an egg, moved about like waves of an 
agitated sea. The germs or everything were there and ulti- 
mately divided, the pure, transparent ones going up to form 
heaven, while the dull, opaque ones coagulated to form the 
earth. Between the two a divine being (the phallus) sprang 
up; he was followed by two others (the testes) in succession. 
The names of these deities, born in the Plain of the High 
when heaven and earth began, were the Deity Master-of- 
the-August-Centre-of-Heaven; next the High August Pro- 
ducing-Wondrous-Deity, and the Divine-P.-W.-Deity. These 
3 were all born aloné*(i.e., without consorts) and hide their 
persons.” After 4 generations each consisting of a god and 
goddess, successively engendered by mutual contemplation, 
came Izanagi and Izanami, who from the bridge of heaven 
directed the “red-jewelled celestial spear” (explained by Jap. 
commentators themselves as the phallus) into the Yo (i.e., 
the earth-yoni) and stirred it up to the bottom. On with- 
drawing the spear some drops fell from its point and be- 
came the island Onogoro, upon which the two deities de- 
scended. After some transactions which scarcely bear 
repetition, their union gave birth to the whole of creation. 
In essentials this account resembles the Tah. and Ma. cos- 
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mic myths which tell of a dark, silent void in which the first 
god (laaroa the World-soul, perhaps “the Long One”; or 
Io the “high god,” maker of heaven and earth, and of Tiki 
the first man—lIo also meant nervous twitching or inspir- 
ing with bravery, but cf. its Ha. senses of true, real, or “any- 
thing that goes quite through’’) rested motionless in an egg- 
shell, until he decided to create light, sound, etc., and 
Heaven and Earth came into being. “Taaroa calls on high; 


he changes himself fully. ...... He created the land of 
Havaii, Havaii great and sacred, as a shell for Taaroa. The 
earth is moving. ......... The heavens are inclosing, and 


hung up are the heavens in the depths.” 

The Austric-Ch. myth of sky and earth, after its de- 
velopment into the IN. “paradise myths,” recalls the Bibli- 
cal story of the Fall; the upward withdrawal of heaven and 
the origin of death are traced to human sin (unauthorised 
cultivation of food, an unlucky choice, incest, fetor stercoris, 
etc.). Tales of the separation of heaven and earth occur 
too in ancient Egypt, parts of Africa, N.W. America, and S. 
America (the Uitotos). One is tempted to compare the My.- 
PN. word for sky, Rangi-(LANGIT), with its Turkic equiva- 
lent (TANGIRI); the change T—L in the initial consonant 
may not be insuperable in view of many similar changes 
within the My.-PN. family: e.g., My., Jav. Rama (Serang 
Amy, Aru Is. Aema), father, PN. Tama, etc. Likewise the 
PN. name Papa—{BABA?) for earth, to be distinguished 
from Papa “plain, flat area” in which the A’s are of different 
quantity, might be traceable to the Tatar (MAMA” or 
Mamma, earth, for the change M—B is frequent in Turko- 
Tartaric dialects(5). If so, we have succeeded in pushing back 
the origins of PI, ancestor-worship farther into the heart 
of Asia than even the Shang versions of Yue myth allow 
us to do, for Rangi and Papa, the male and female halves 
of the chaos-egg, are fundamental to the whole of this cult. 
All mythic ancestors, divine and demonic, were like them 
originally bisexual and represented. indeed, the multifarious 
aspects of the natural order, interpreted socially. The evi- 
dence for this has been, I fear, somewhat neglected by 
students of religion and totemism, but I hope to present some 
of it in a later article. 





Ancestors niay be imagined as white, not because they 
are assigned to a particular racial group, but because white 
is the colour of death and ghosts; some Australians, for 
instance, when they first saw Europeans, thought they were 
“their own dead relatives returned from the spirit world.” 
The dead may occupy the forms of animals, birds, etc., or 
become reincarnated as humans by a naming ceremony or 
initiation; cf. the adoption of Heyerdahl by Raroians (Tua- 
motu or Poumotu Gp.) as an “honorary” member of their 
community, with the name of Varoa Tikaroa, i.e. spirit (Tah, 
Varua, Mng. Vaerua, Ma. Wairua: cf. Bahau Bruwa, Dyak 
ham-Baru, life-soul) of the legendary ancestor Tika-roauan. 
Impregnation by ancestors seems to have been the explana- 
tion of maternity among the early Polynesians as among 
the modern Trobrianders. Of the grotesque ornamental 
Tiki-figures carved by the Maori, some were called Hei- 
tiki (: Hea, Hei, god of wisdom) and bore individual names: 
these represent ancestors formed like human embryos. 
They have nothing to do with the animistic Ch. Ti-ki (ter- 
restrial spirits), nor can the “first” of them—the mythic 
ancestor, TIKI himself—be identified by any legitimate pro- 
cess with Kon-Tiki (or Kon-Iraia), the Pe. Thor. Etymo- 
logically the PN. word Tiki, or T-ikei (Ef. T-uki, Tah, Tii) 
denotes an ancestral spirit reborn of woman; cf. Ef. Riki, 
My. P-uki, pud. fem., and Ma. A-riki (Tah. Arii, Ha., Sa. 
Alii, Tanese Aliki), first-born, elder son, chief, priest: Mng. 
Ngarki, royal clan. Tiki-tiki means “child” but in Ef. the 
reduplicated form occurs as the name of a headland, Tuki- 
tuki “This is looked upon as the entrance to Hades, and 
some large stones represent the souls of the ancestors. . . 
At (E-)Fate, the soul died 6 times. Finally it dissolved 
entirely”—Speiser(®). Similar double forms occur for “child, 
baby” in many parts of the world; as Luritja-Tji-tji, (Tji-hbi 
vagina), Ch. Wa-wa (written with the distinctive sign for 
“woman”), cf. Turki and Hind. Ba-ba (Hungar. Baba: 
Bulgar. Bebe), north N.H. Pi-pi, Bibi, Pepe (: Pi, grand- 
father, ancestor, etc.), My. Kanak-kanak (: ber-Anak, bear 
a child), Lat. Pupus, Pupa,(: Pu, beget), and Tr. Way-waya 
“foetus” (: Wi-na, cunnus? cf. Austric Bea—Khasi Bei. 
Mei, k-Mi, k-Mie, mother, Aranda Mia, L.Eyre na-Mika— 
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Bai Bi Kei Ki Vi Vy Pai Fi Hai Hi I, N.H. Le Lei Lai Li, 
woman, Australian Tji Ti I). 

So also in Peru we find that Ke., Ay. Hua-hua means 
baby; cf. Ke. Hua-rmi (Ay. Ma-rmi: Ke., Carib Ma-ma, 
mother, Chilean Papa?), woman, and Hua-na in Huana-rpu 
meretrix; thus the Ke. equivalent of Tiki is Hua, not Kon- 
Tiki. The Tiki, as PN. Adam, compares with Atiu (“First- 
born son”), mythic child of Tangaroa’s pigeon and first man 
on Atiu 1, Cook Gp., and with Mauke “first man in 
Mitchell I.”, who emerged from a stone.  Stylised Tiki- 
figures occur in Mq. art, the stone ones being in part respon- 
sible for Heyerdahl’s theory of PN. migration from S. 
America. They have great round eyes like the head at 
Nuku-Hiva I. pictured in Keesing’s “Native Peoples of Pac. 
World.” 1945-7 (Pl. 27), and plumb abdomens like the image 
treated with such scant respect by Korai-Korai in “Typee”; 
spirals (common in S.E. Asia) and frets combine with facial 
features reduced to mere decoration. C. Aldred suggests 
the Mq. Tiki may represent a “mummied ancestor-figure.” 
It is not clear what resemblances Heyerdahl sees between it 
and S. American art; others have imagined parallels with 
Maya statuary. Not only for its relics of a forgotten past 
—stone terraces and large “pae-paes.” or platforms. de 
scribed by Melville; Tiki statues on Hiva-Oa comparable 
with RN. Moai ‘?)—but for the high physical standard of 
its people. warriors tattoed from head to foot (Frobenius, 
“Chd. of Man,” fig. 30), cannibalism practised on slain ene- 
mies (called, as in Fi., ‘long pig” Ma. Puaki r-Oa). polvan- 
dry and polygyny, etc., the Mq. Gp. is hardly surnassed in 
interest by any in Polynesia. When discovered (1595), the 
Marquesans were said to be fitting out canoes for war 
against the “bow-and-arrow-using blacks.” perhaps the 
remote Fijians. They have lost the R(L) of other PN. 
tongues, e.g., Taia “ear” (Tah. Taria: N.H. Ta-ringa. Ta- 
liga, Tiline, Seligo, ALIBI a-Kalina, Dilinga, Fi. Dalinga. 
Mono T-ana, Tr. T-igi, Tegi, Motu Taia: Sa., IN. Ta- 
linga, from Longo, Rengo, hear), Ono “sound, hearing” 
(Ha. Lono, Tah. Roo, Ma. Rongo: cf. Ch. T’ing, Teng. 
hear, Orig.Semitic a-Dhanu, Egypt. y-Den: in MN., Mono 
N-ono, Noni, Tr. L-aga, MI. Nani-nani), Hae “house” (Ha. 
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Hale, Mng. Are: My. Balai, Tagalog Bahay), k-Oaha 
“greeting, love” (Ha. Aloha, Tah. Aroha, Mng. Aroa, Sa. 
t-Alofa); but it was still present just over a century ago, e.g. 
the word Maiori, breadfruit (Tah. Maori), the island-names 
“Ro-ohka” and “Ropo” (now Ua-Huka, Ua-Pau), recorded 
by Melville. 

Like “tikis” elsewhere, the Moai figures of Easter 
(whether of stone or wood) represent ancestral spirits. The 
wooden statuettes are usualy of Toro-miro, a hard mimosa, 
which gives them a curiously elongated appearance; those 
representing male spirits are called Moai Kava-kava, while 
the female Moai Paapaa show gestures recalling the Phoe- 
nician Astarte as Great Mother and generative goddess. 
They have individual names, as did the stone statues. te- 
Moai Maia (cf. Moi Moia, form of homage to the To. king 
‘noticed by Cook, and ka-Moi, Ha. king’s title; Tr. Mo. 
Mwaya, old, W.Torres Str.Is. Mowai, boy’s guardians dur- 
ing initiation, and My. Moyang, Poyang, ancestor; Bellamy 
however identifies “Moai” with the name of Maui, the PN. 
Hercules — Maui-(Po)tiki, Maui-tiki-tiki-o-Taranga, Ma.- 
Sa.-To.-Cook Is.-Tah.: Mq. Mahui (?): N.H. Moi-Tikitiki, 
in “Typee”), some of which were further entitled Ariki, 
chiefs. Timber being scarce, these Moai were quarried 
from porous volcanic rock, a fact which limits their age in 
the storm-swept RN. climate to a few centuries; they are 
attributed to ancestors of the present natives, who are PN. 
(their village Hanga-Roa has the same name as Fanga-loa 
Bay, Samoa) with some MN. admixture. Besides being 
some of them—dedicated to the fertility-god Rongo, the 
Moai Main were connected with burials at the “ahus” (lit. 
heaps) and with the cult of a creative sea-bird god, Meke- 
Mcke (cf. Meke ‘® “action song”), the local form of Tan- 
garoa: at O-Rongo, famous for its “bird-men” carvings. 
eggs of the sooty tern were offered annually to this deity. 
Some statues wear cylindrical red-stone crowns, well seen 
in Hodges’ painting of 1774 (°), which have been likened by 
Rivers to head-coverings of stone figures on Gaua (Banks 
Is.) and by Balfour to a Solomon Is., etc., custom of red- 
dening the hair with ochre; red was the sacred, chiefly colour 


9 











and Tah. fishermen wore little red caps to propitiate the 
fish-god. Heyerdahl seems uncertain whether the crowns 
represent headdresses or red hair. Another feature of the 
Moai, their distended ear-lobes, is explicable from ear- 
piercing customs found in Fiji, Banks Is., N.H., Lesser Sun- 
das, etc., and surviving in Cook’s day among RN. natives, 
whose lobes almost reached their shoulders. 

Some would see in Easter I. the remnant of a great 
continent, Lemuria, but the recent discovery of a submarine 
mountain range W. of Hawaii may shed new light on this 
question. Whatever mysteries may remain to be solved 
in connection with the RN. remains, a good deal is known 
about them and similar structures on Rai-vavae, Pitcairn, 
Rapa-Iti, etc., and they are less problematical than the 
stone temples of desolate Malden I. or the relations be- 
tween Papuasian and Micronesian (Yap-Palau. Ponape, 
Tinian, Kusaie-Lele) cultures. Besides its usual PN. name, 
“Great Rapa” (translated by Bellamy as “Plain, Expanse”’: 
cf. My. L’mbah, valley, meadow), Easter is called te-Pito- 
te-Henua (Ef. Buto na Fanua, IN. Putod Banua, My. Pusat 
Benua) “the navel of the earth,” cf. the Incas’ Cuzco, Centre 
of their universe; Waihu “land’s end,” i.e., the extreme 
PN. settlement; and Mata-ki-te-Rangi (Ef. Mita ki na Lagi, 
My. Mata ka-Langit, Mg. Maso ho-Lanitra) “eye toward 
the heaven,” which can scarcely be related to Pe. Matarani 
as Heyerdahl would have it. 

NOTES: (1) That the PN. Rangi-vatea is identical with 
the Jap. Izanagi is clear from the lIatter’s giving birth to 
the sun and moon goddesses from his left and right eyes, 
since in Mangia the sun and moon (abodes of spirits which, 
like other “ancestors,” were at first of both sexes) are “the 
right and left eyes of Vatea.” Tane, the PN. Baal, is 
here “the Sth son of Vatea and Papa, and is enshrined in 
the sun.” (2) With MI. Udi, in Part Il. cf. My. j-Ulir 
“fish-spear, harpoon”; with Odi, Tikopia Kuti, cf. Ef. 
Kokoti, Mng. Kukuti “short fish-net.” Note: Vol. 3: No. 
5. p. 67: delete line 9 (3) One more evidence of 
PN. origins in what is now China: Massage was prac- 
tised in Polynesia, evidently as a genuine  therapeu- 
tical measure (contrast its magico-religious aspect in Mela- 
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nesia), and has long figured. prominently in the. Ch. thera- 
peutic system; in Japan, tradition dates it to. the Ist em 
peror, Jimmu (600 B.C.), himself a scion of the My.-PN. 
element in Hyuga prov., E. Kyushu. Such extensive, long- 
term diffusion of early cultural influences from China as we 
have seen, no less than the late Jap. penetration to the 
Solomons, suggests possible directions of spread’ of a new 
Ch. imperialism through annexationist satellites in Indi- 
China (menaced), Malaya (Ch. terrorism), the Phillippines 
(Hukbalahap rebellion), and Indonesia, which has crushed 
the Ambonese S. Moluccas republic and claims non-IN. 
“W. Irian” (Dutch New Guinea). 
K. B. JAMIESON. 
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L. of Sav.), Adam (Prim. Art), Tylor (Anthrop.), Allen (Ev. 
Idea of God), Blake (Tagal., J.A.O.S.29), Bellamy (M. M. 
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Abbreviations: Gp., Group. Ch., Chinese. Jap., Japan- 
ese. IN., Indonesian; My., Malay; Mg., Malagasy. MN., 
Melanesian; Tr., Trobriand. N.H., New Hebrides; Ef., 
Efate. Fi., Fijian. PN., Polynesian; Sa., Samoan; To., 
Tongan; Mng., Mangaian (Cook Is.); Ma., Maori; Tah., 
Tahitian; Ha., Hawaiian; Mq., Marquesan; RN., Rapa- 
Nui (Easter I.). Pe., Peruvian; Ke., Kechua; Ay., Aymara). 





Ci paailtien Dlace a 


Some Gottings 
by Dr. P. L. COLLIGNON 


Readers will remember that Dr. Malaise of Stockholm, 
writing to me in September 1949, remarked “It is a long 
way for primitive Egyptian ships to cross the ocean, and 
how could this people know there was a land to the West?” 
(1) | replied to these points as well as I could (2) and Mr. 
K. B. Jamieson has since ‘) afforded more evidence. The 
“Sunday Express” of London, dated 21st May, 1950, con- 
tains a statement that in 1896 two Norwegian seamen, 
George Harbro and Frank Samuelson, rowed across the 
Alantic from New York to Havre, 3,250 miles, in 62 days. 

* 


At the close of my lecture at Caxton Hall I said, “To 
me it is not at all surprising that to this very day, on both 
sides of the Atlantic, in Great Britain and in American Uni- 
versities, in moments of jubilation, we echo the words of 
Egyptian priests greeting the Rising Sun: ‘Ray-Ray-Ray, 
Rah-Rah-Rah!’” Miss Helen Sherlock, who knows the 
mind of Rendel Harris better than anyone else does, re- 
cently asked me why I ignored the preliminary “Hu”, as in 
“Hu-ray’, or “Hu-rah.” I had imagined this to be merely 
a preliminary hard breathing before a shout, but I realise 
that the form in which I quoted the “cheer” is American 
rather than English. The English form, as everyone knows, 
is always preceded by “Hip, Hip” making “Hip, Hip, Hu- 
ray!” Miss Sherlock tells me that Dr. Harris’s interpreta- 
tion of this is WP-WP-HU-RA, WP, in Egyptian, meaning 
“to cleave a passage,” as in WIP WAT “) HU meaning 
“Splendour or majesty,” while the whole means “Make 
way! Make way for the splendour of the Sungod!” the cry 
of Egyptian priests at Sunrise. This interpretation has 
never been published in any of Dr. Harris’s works. I think 
we are much indebted to Miss Sherlock for revealing it and 
thus correcting my own. 
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It is not generally realised that the sign used in the 
Nautical Almanac to represent the Sun is exactly the An- 
cient Egyptian hieroglyph for Ra, the Sun God. Readers 
will remember that I called attention to the fact that 
mariners were guided by “The Way of Ra,” the Milky Way 
in the heavens, which they called Watling Street long before 
Watling Street was known on the ground. It is not sur- 
prising, therefore, that they still use the ancient Egyptian 
hieroglyph to denote the sun. 
+ 

So far as my reference to the finding of beads in some 
barrows on Salisbury Plain is remembered “) I am now 
able to say that the opinion of Professor Sayce of Oxford 
and of Dr. H. R. Hall of the British Museum that these 
beads are Egyptian, 1500-1300 B.C., is supported by the 
conclusions of Dr. J. F. Stone and Mr. H. C. Beck, who 
have examined them by strictly scientific methods of more 
than one kind. They report ‘® that “both morphologically 
and spectrographically the Wiltshire type of segmented 
beads orginated in Egypt about 1400 B.C.” 

. 


The Ancient Egyptians appear to have known the 
source of the Nile. Tanganyika in Egyptian means “The 
Place of the Young Bull” (Ta-nga-nyika). The Nile was 
revered by Egyptians as a bull. 

(1) Atlantean Research. Vol. 2. p. 60. 


(2) . . Vol. 2 pp. 60, 61 and 76. 
= = " Vol. 3. p.p. 11, 12. 
(4) es ‘i Vol. 2, pp. 29, 42, 43. 


oF ‘ Vol. 2, p. 25. 
(6) Archaeologia, LXXXV, 203. 





a Ene 
by FRANCIS ASHTON 


Encke’s Comet is not a spectacular object: it is in- 
visible to the naked eye, and even through a telescope it 
looks no more than a misty patch of light. Although its 
actual discoverer was Pons, it bears the name of the German 
astronomer Encke, because of his brilliant mathematical 
analysis of its movements. 

The comet immediately aroused great interest amongst 
astronomers and gave rise to a prolonged controversy. This 
controversy, now largely forgotten, could not have failed to 
have influenced Hoerbiger and is of great interest to his 
disciples to-day. 

Encke’s Comet has a periodic time of three and one- 
third years, a much shorter period than that of any other 
comet known in those days. Its orbit lies wholly within 
within that of Jupiter and its perihelion distance is only 
30,000,000 miles. The comet is therefore an excellent ob- 
ject for detailed observation. 

Encke and Von Asten studied with Teutonic thorough- 
ness the elements of the comet’s orbit and the perturbations 
of it caused by Jupiter, Mars, Earth, Venus and Mercury. 
The calculations were important because of the light they 
threw on the masses of these planets. They also revealed a 
startling fact: the comet’s periodic time was steadily de- 
creasing, each orbital revolution being completed in about 
two and one-half hours less than the preceding one. Ac- 
cording to Kepler’s third law, any decrease in periodic time 
must be accompanied by a decrease in the major axis, and 
there could therefore be no doubt that the comet was spiral- 
ling inwards into the sun. 

To account for this, Encke advanced the theory that 
Space, far from being the vacuum it had been supposed to 
be, contained a tenuous medium, the resistance of which 
was ‘putting the brake’ on his comet’s movement. He 
made a thorough mathematical analysis of the consequences 
of such a resistance, and showed that the eccentricity as well 
as the major axis would be decreased, while the inclination 
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and the longitude of the node would remain unchanged. 
These theoretical conclusions were in complete agreement 
with the behaviour of his comet, and he regarded his theory 
as fully demonstrated. 

Many astronomers concurred with his view, and it was 
recognised at once that the planets themselves could not be 
immune from the breaking effect of the medium, although 
its influence upon the movements of a massive planet would 
be incomparably smaller than it would be on a light filmy 
comet, and it was believed that the shortening of the 
periodic time would be too small to be detected by observa- 
tion. Nevertheless the great French physicist, Arago, ob- 
served ; — 

“mathematically speaking, if no cause should be 
discovered which will compensate for the resistance ex- 
perienced, it will be certain that, after a sufficient lapse 
of time —consisting perhaps of several thousands of 
millions of years—the earth itself will be united with 
the sun.” 

But the theory had its opponents, one of whom was the 
French astronomer, Faye, also a discoverer of comets. He 
argued that, if the medium existed, it must be in rotation 
about the sun, otherwise it would collapse upon its surface, 
and that it would therefore be moving with the comet and 
would offer no resistance to its movement. 

The controversy died down because the cause of it 
gradually and mysteriously disappeared. Buckland found 
that the decrease in the comet’s periodic time was fairly 
constant from 1819-1858, from 1856-1862 it began to grow 
less, and from then onwards the periodic time has hardly 
decreased at all. 

The ‘interplanetary medium’ was largely forgotten until 
interest in it was revived on the Continent by the unortho- 
dox Hoerbiger in 1913. After the first World War, 
however, spectroscopic evidence began to accumulate for the 
existence of an interstellar medium, and it is now recognised 
that about half the mass of the Galaxy consists of clouds of 
dust and tenuous gas filling the space between the stars. 
Today, the observation of these clouds and the mathe- 
matical investigation into the consequences of their presence 
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form an important branch of astronomy. It appears,. there- 
fore, that astronomers were premature in abandoning 
Encke’s theory. 

If, however, we wish to assert that Encke was correct 
about the cause of his comet’s spiralling inwards, we have 
to explain why it suddenly ceased to do so. The explan- 
ation is not difficult to find, although it seems to have es- 
caped the notice of orthodox astronomers. It is simply this: 
the spiralling inwards has ceased because the conditions 
that were responsible for it no longer obtain. 

It is the purpose of the present essay to show that, 
during the third quarter of the nineteenth century, the sun 
moved out of the cosmic cloud it had been traversing and 
that it is now moving through a region of almost complete 
emptiness. 

Faye’s objection to Encke’s theory does not hold, be- 
cause the cosmic cloud was not rotating about the sun. He 
was correct in asserting that the substance of a non-rotating 
cloud falls on to the sun; but we now know that the dimen- 
sions of such a cloud are so immense that the portions the 
sun sweeps up as it drives through it are negligible in com- 
parison with its total extent. 

As Hoyle has pointed out, the steady rain of matter 
from the cosmic cloud upon the sun tends to raise that 
body’s surface temperature. Consequently, the denser the 
region of cosmic cloud the sun traverses, the more heat it 
radiates, and when it crosses the comparatively empty space 
between clouds, as it appears to be doing now, its radiation 
is reduced. If the theory here advanced is correct, the 
sun should now be cooler than it was during the first half 
of the last century. 

It is generally agreed that the climate is changing, and 
there is no doubt at all that the glaciers are retreating and 
the great ice caps are shrinking. Such a state of affairs does 
not seem at first sight consistent with the hypothesis of a 
cooler sun, but actually it is exactly what is to be expected. 
An increase in the temperature of the sun is certain to pro- 
duce greater evaporation at the sea’s surface and conse- 
quently greater precipitation in the Polar regions. The 
glaciers begin to creep down the mountain sides and the ice 
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caps spread over greater areas. In spite of the increase in 
the sun’s heat, the winters in the North and South Temperate 
Zones become more severe, and altogether the planet has a 
more extreme climate. If, however, the sun becomes cooler, 
the air becomes dryer and precipitation less, the glaciers and 
ice caps dwindle and the winters become less severe. In 
the tropics the heat diminshes and the planet enjoys a more 
temperate climate. 

Ice ages may therefore have been actually caused by 
increases in the sun’s temperature during its passage through 
dense portions of cosmic clouds. If, however, the density 
of the cloud is sufficiently great, the sun becomes so hot that 
it melts the Polar ice caps, and this may have happened in 
the warm periods between the Gunz and Mindel, and the 
Riss and Wurm glaciations. 

If Hoyle’s theory of the cause of climatic changes is 
accepted, then it must follow that for some time past the sun 
has been moving out of a cloud of comparatively low den- 
sity to a region containing practically no matter at all. And 
so the change in the climate confirms the conclusions based 
upon the movements of Encke’s comet. 

It may be objected that the sun must have passed out 
of the cloud in the middle of the last century, but the re- 
treat of the glaciers is still going on. This is to be expected. 
If the rate of precipitation falls suddenly, ice caps do not 
disappear overnight; they retreat almost imperceptibly, and 
once the process has started it will go on for a very long 
time. “The ice caps themselves cause precipitation by cool- 
ing the winds as they blow across them from the sea. The 
decrease in their area therefore brings about a lessening of 
precipitation, and so the process perpetuates itself. 

If the sun is now bearing the solar system through one 
of those empty spaces between condensations of the cosmic 
cloud, it is unfortunate for those who wish to see Hoer- 
biger’s ideas vindicated. It may happen in the near future 
that our greatly improved methods of time-keeping will en- 
able us to settle whether the lunar month is becoming longer 
or shorter; in fact, whether the theory of Sir George Darwin 
or that of Hans Hoerbiger is correct. It now seems pro- 
bable that the verdict will be in favour of the Darwinian 
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theory. But this will not disprove Hoerbiger, for it can- 
not be denied that even within comparatively recent times, 
geologically speaking, the solar system has passed through 
clouds the densities of which were vastly greater than that of 
the cloud which affected the orbit of Encke’s comet. It 
may have been within the last ten millions years that the 
system traversed a great dust cloud, and the sun bore away 
with it, as mementoes, hundreds of thousands of local con- 
densations which are now its family of comets, amongst 
which was the one now bearing the name of Encke. Clouds 
such as that and many like it would have been quite suffi- 
cient to cause the destruction of the Tertiary Satellite and 
the capture of the Moon, as required by the Hoerbiger 
Theory. 
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Book Reviews 


WANDER TOWARDS THE LIGHT edited by Michael Agerskoy. 
Copenhagen, 1950. 350pp. 

This work is a translation of “Vanderer mod Lyset,” 
which was first published in Danish in 1919. It is a record of 
physcic research into the spiritual origins of humanity. Its 
account of the loss of Atlantis has several points in common 
with scientific theories. It is a most interesting work of a 
high literary standard. 


. 
EN ATLANTIDE: the organ of L’Atlantide de Demain of 
Tunis. 250fr. 

The current issue of this interesting quarterly includes 
articles by A. Bonnet and A. Guiraud on the Atlantean 
descent of the Zaouia tribe, and some interesting notes on 
spepeological investigations in the Tunisian desert. There 
is also an obituary for R. M. Gattefosse. 

ATLANTIS. The organ of Les Amis d’ Atlantis, Paris. 75frs. 

The March/April issue contains a note of a lecture 
given last September in Paris by M. Gandillot, on the pos- 
sibility that the raising of the Andes caused a subsidence 
of the Atlantic bed; this was linked with the end of the 
Tiahuanaco culture. 
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